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 Widespread rainfall activity was 
witnessed in the period under review 
(November 11-20, 2008), covering 
Angola, Botswana, the DRC, Lesotho, 
southern Mozambique, northern 
Madagascar, north-eastern Namibia, 
northern and eastern South Africa, 
Swaziland, western Tanzania, Zambia and 
Zimbabwe. For these areas, the rainfall 
intensity and coverage was an 
improvement compared with the period 
before and should encourage widespread 
land preparation and planting. In general, 
it can be seen that rainfall activity in most 
parts of the region has been improving 
since the beginning of the month and this 
should reduce concerns in areas where the 

rains had been delayed.    
 
Meanwhile, most of Malawi, northern 
Mozambique and eastern Tanzania were dry 
in the period under review. However, northern 
Malawi, northern Mozambique, and most of 
Tanzania usually get planting rains in late 
November through to December.  
Rainfall totals received so far have been 
normal and above normal in most parts of the 
areas that have received rains. A notable 
exception is central Mozambique where no 
substantial rains have been received yet. Most 
parts of Zambia, northern Namibia, northern 
Botswana and southern Angola have seen 
above average rainfall totals and this indicates 
a good start to the season for these areas.   
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Agromet Update  
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